
What Is Reading Corps?
Reading Corps, an AmeriCorps program, engages people 
in service while providing a monthly living allowance and an 
education award that can be used for college tuition or student 
loans. Reading Corps tutors serve part-time throughout the 
school year at a designated host school, with the goal of helping 
every child become a successful reader by the end of 3rd grade. 

How Does Reading Corps Work?
Reading Corps strategies are designed for both preschool-aged 
children and K–3 students. 

PreK
• A preschool tutor is placed in one classroom and serves

all children (ages 3-5) in their assigned room (Tier 1). Small
group (Tier 2) or one-on-one (Tier 3) supplemental support
may be provided for children whose assessment data reveal
a need for more individualized instruction.

• Tier 1 interventions support core instruction, provide
language and literacy support, incorporate Repeated Read
Aloud daily along with talking, reading, and writing to
develop vocabulary and comprehension.

• Tier 2 (small group) and Tier 3 (one-on-one) interventions
focus on Repeated Read Aloud, oral language and
vocabulary, visual discrimination, and phonological
awareness.

K-3
• Elementary literacy tutors meet one-on-on for 20 minutes a

day to provide research-based interventions for students who
are just below proficiency in reading.

• Tutors monitor and chart student progress weekly until the
student exits the program.

• Interventions for elementary students supplement core
instruction and focus on building fluency for basic reading
skills, such as phonemic awareness, letter sound knowledge,
and oral reading fluency.

What Are The Results? 
Based on 2018-2019 program data

PreK
• 102 PreK students were served by eight tutors at five sites.
• On average, students received approximately 25 minutes of

tutoring per week and 15 weeks of tutoring.
• 81% of students age 4 and 5 and 100% of students age 3

met the spring target on the PELI Composite, an overall
representation of a student’s early literacy and language
skills.

• 100% of students demonstrated growth on at least two of
the five individual skill measures, and nearly all students (95%
for age 4 and 5 and 100% for age 3) demonstrated growth
on 3 or more of the measures, showing that the majority of
students are making progress in a number of important early
literacy skills.

K-3
• 638 students were served by 44 tutors at 38 sites.
• On average, students received approximately 68 minutes of

tutoring per week and 16 weeks of tutoring.
• Weekly progress monitoring scores demonstrated that 77%

of students had a weekly growth rate above their grade level
target.

• For all measures,
average growth rate
exceeded target
growth, meaning the
average student was
closing their individual
achievement gap and
on pace to make more
than a year’s worth of
growth.

WE’RE BUILDING BRIGHTER FUTURES FOR NORTH 
DAKOTA STUDENTS, ONE WORD AT A TIME.
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